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Headed for Prosperity..

The year which comes to a close to-
day has been one of the most turbu-
lent in the history of American indus-
trv, but it endy with a far Dbetter
showing than anyv one had reason to
anticipate at its beginning or during
the early and mldmonths of its great-
est turbulence. As a matter of faet,
we bid farewell to 1922 with belated
realization that the year has seen us
launched definitely on an era of re-
stored prosperity, and in the bellef
that the new year will witness such
consolidation of that prosperity that
the nation may go ahead with its
husiness in a confidence which has
not been warranted in any previous
POSt-WAr Year.

Evidence of this returning pros-
perity comes from» numerous and
euthentic sources. At the beginning
of the vear unemployment was re-
garded as the most serious of the na-
tion's problems. It is not a problem
at all at the year's end. for unemploy-
ment on i nation-wide scale has ceased
tn exist. Work is not as plentiful as
it wa=s during the war vears, when
men eould pick and choose in the mat-
ter of jobs, bhut there is no considera-
hie number of men teday out of jobs
who really want them. A few dayvs
agzo Secretary Hoover of the Depart-
ment of Commerce submitted figures
showing not only a highly gratifving
revival in domestic trade and indus-
try, but a whelly unexpected improve-
ment with respect to foreign com-
merce. The net of his showing was
that while statesmen have been dis-
roursing wisely, or otherwise, on how
tn restore world trade the traders of
the world bave been bhusily and suc-
cessfully applying sell-resioratives.
Even the surplus of our farm prod-
ucts, which has been the cause of so
much gloom in agricultyral circles, Is
managing to find markets abroad,
with the prospect that before another
harvest the surplus will have been re-
duced to normal, with corresponding
reduction in rural discontent.

On another paga of today's Star is
published an article by Dr. Parmelee,
director of the Bureau of Railway Eco-
nomica. which constitutes perhaps the
most surprising contribution to the
testimony that prosperity is= returning.
1t shows that despite the handicaps
and 1osses of the coal strike and the
railway shopmen’s strike, net operat-
ing income of the railroads increased
$145,080,000, constituting a net profit
rate of 4.05 per cent on the valuation
fixad by the Interstate Commerce Com-
mlssion, as against a rate of 1.3 per
cent in 1921 and a small fraction of
1 per cent in 1920. Dr. Parmelce feels
warranted in believing that in the
roming year the rvailroads will earn
well over 3 per cent net, o a close
approximation to the per cent
designated officlally as a *“fair return.”

A mumber of years ago the public
would have been disposed to regard
with indifference, to say the least, an-
rouncement that the railroads were
earning a reasonable profit on the
monay invested in them, but one of
the lessons which have been ledrned
by the present generation is that
there can be no sustained national
prosperity if prosperity is to be denied
the great transportation systems. It
would be difficult to overstate what the
improved position of the rallroads
will mean during the coming year.
They now will be able to obtain credits
and to place orders for badly needed
equlpment, and these equipment
orders will revive activity and provide
work in a hundred different lines.
These revivals will, in turn, stimu-
late the demand for foodstuffs and
other necessities; this stimulation will
in its own turn provide additional ton-
nage for the carriers, enabling them
to buy =still more equipment, and
everybody will be happy that the
much-discussed circle = again in
swing, this time swinging beneficently.
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Among all the traffic regulations
framed from time to time there ia not
one that suggests a solution of the
parking space problem.

Debates likely to m;tae may convince
Ambassador Harvey that there are
even rougher experiences thar a

storm at =ea.
| 0ld Washington Custom.
Once upon & time, and that time
was not so very far in the past, every-
body in Washington who did not “re-
celve” on New Year day “called.” It
was the day of “open house.” Callers
needed not to be friends or acquain-
tances of those who received them,
though it was a fiction that they were.
As a rule nobody who could walk
rairly straight was turned away, and
many who could not were admitted.
The Star used to publish columns
of “receiving notices™ sant in by those
receiving, the noticas reading that
Mrs. Smith, assisted by Miss Jones
of New York, Miss Brown of Phili-
delphia, Miss Doe of Baltimore, Miss
RNoe of Richmond, Miss X, Miss Y
and Miss Z would receive at —— K
street northwest. The Star would pub-
lish hundreds of thege announcements.
There would also be a long list of
thoss “mag receiving.” The
o nel sasising wese
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reavement or absence from the city
or that the lady was a=sisting at some
one else’s reception. The callera were
mostly men. They came afout, in
the horse cars and in hacks, and this
receiving custom was still general
when the herdics and hansom cabs
appeared on our streets.

1t was the custom for the women
at these receptions to serve eggnog,
apple toddy and strong punches. It
was widely belleved that a reception
could not be a siccess—that is, would
not attract many men—unless strong
drink was served. At that time tem-
perance sentiment was making head-
way, but had not spread very widely
among the people of Washington.
Thetemperance speakers and workers
pointed to the old-fashioned New Year
reception as a horrible example.
Gradually the number of these recep-
tions at which non-alcoholic drinks
were served increased. The sentiment
spread among the women that they
should not hand out strong drink to
men, and for this reason, and others,
the “receiving” custom declined. One
reason was that Washington was
growing from a small town to a large
city. and the number of men having
no acquaintance with the persons re-
ceiving, and taking advantage of these
receptions, was increasing to an in-
tolerable extent. And so the custom
slowly passed away. New Year day
continues a day of receiving and call-
ing, but the receptions are on & dif-
ferent bhasis than those of two gen-
crations ago.

"
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Further Naval Curtailment.

The naval appropriation bill, as
passed by the Senate vesterday. con-
tains unchanged the House provision
requesting the President ‘to enter
into negotlations with the govern-
ments of Great Britain, France, Italy
and Japan. with the view of reaching
an understanding or agreement rela-
tive to limiting the construétion of all
types and sizes of subsurface and sur-
face craft of 10,000 tons displacement
or less and of aircraft.”

Developments which followed Sena-
tor Borah's proposal to amend this
paragraph to provide for the call also
of an international economic confer-
ence have reduced this “request” by
('ongress to the status merely of an
amiable expression of the wish that a
way may be found further o lighten
the burdens of armaments, without
argusing anywhere expectation of Im-
mediate results. It will bring no em-
barrassment to the administration, the
President having sﬂ'vcti\-oly diaposed
of the matter in advance when, in
his letter to Senator Lodge. he said
of further armament limitation: “Such
an agreement is much to be desired,
whenever practicable, but we may
very rearonably postpone further en-
deavors along that line until the agree-
ments made at the Washington con-
ference secure the final sanctions of
all governments concerned.” !

That something needs to be done.
and will be done. in the matter of
limiting secondary naval craft is ap-
parent to every one, in view of the
construction programs which certain
forelgn powers are undertaking, for
these programs demonstrate that com-
petition In ermaments is not to be
ended merely by removal of competi-
tion in the building of capital ships.
But it may be safely left to the minds
which planned the Washington con-
ference and made it a success to de-
termine when the time is ripe to strike
again. The provision in the naval bill
serves notice on the world that the
United States, best able of all nations
to build ships of war, is willing to go
still farther in the curtallment of their
building—whenever it can be done
without impairment of established
ratios of naval strength.

Fourteenth Street Extension.
A bill 1s now pending in the House,
i having passed the Senate. providing
{fur the extension of 14th street
q through the grounds of the Walter
teed Hospital north to the District
line. This measure has the approval
of the highway commission and the
War Department, and is urgently de-
manded for the convenience of access
to a large section of the District now
confined to comparatively limited lines
of approach. By the extension of 14th
street it will be possible to carry the
Capital Tractlon tracks northward
and serve a rapldly developing region.
Careful provision has been- made
against the undue disturbance of the
hospital establishment, the tracks
being carried through under grade
within ‘the reservation.

Although the bill has been mow in
the House for several months pend-
ing before the committee on military
affairg, it is still awaiting committee
approval, and consequently has had
no chance for passage. The present
sesslon is drawing to a close and time
is now valuable. The hope ia that this
measure, for which there are so many
strong reasons and against which
there is no objection, will be taken
| up at an early date by the committee
and reported to the House for passage,
so that the work on this much-needed
improvement can start during the
next fiscal year. }

Great advance In civilization must
be made before the Turk's consclence
reminds him that he is due for repara-
tions in SmyTna.

As spurious liquor continues to cir-
culate defective eyesight increases the
ease of counterfeiting labels.

Frequent parieys at least confer ad-
vantages in the way of business on
numerous hotelkeepers.

Europe confesses to the need not
only of an umpire, but of a financial
backer.

.Good Riddance.

The President's pardon of eight
members of the Industrial Workers of
the World - now held in Leavenworth
penitantiary on terms wvarying from
five to twenty vears ia conditioned
upon thelr departure from the United
States within sixty days, never to re-
turn. These men were found guilty
of conspiracy In violation of war-time
laws. Only one of these eight bears
an obviously allen name. The others
may be, from their patronymics, of

concern of this country. We are not
“wishing’” them on anybody else in
particular. They are undesirable citi-
zens probably in any coumtry. Cer-
tainly they are undesirable here.

Their former chief, Haywood. is
himself a fugitive from justice, and,
according to present understanding, is
somewhere in Russia, where at latest
accounts he was in the employ of the
soviet government. That is a con-
genial environment for him. He be-
lieved in the sort of state that Russia
has become. Whijle here at the head
of the I, W. W. he strove to make the
United States communist. It has al-
ways seemed a pity that Haywood
should have escaped penalties while
his followers were caught. Now per-
hape they will join him. There will be
entire satisfaction if they go to greet
him in Russia and tell him their
troubles.

The New Year Pledge.

This is the day to take stock, being
the last day of the year, the day of
reckoning to conrider that new leaf
that 'is to be turned tomeorrow. Is it
to be turned, or not? Is any effort to
be made to start the year with a reso-
lution of better conduct?

There is something more than mere
traditlon in the regarding of New
Year day as a time for efforts at per-
sonal betterment. Of course, any
other day in the yvear is just as good,
but there is something about the first
day that invites endeavors for better-
ment. Even If the good intention lasts
only a short time it is worth record-
ing?

There is nobody who cannot find
some specific way of self-improve-
ment, some habit to be broken, some
trait to be checked or corrected. No-
body is perfeat, and good resolutions
will not make the perfect man. But
even the best of folks can improve
themselves, They can be more con-
siderate of others, more thoughtful,
more unselfish, more tolerant and pa-
tient. Strict righteousness is often
extremely disagreeable if it is not
mixed with human kindliness and
compassion.

Arr eminent French psychalogist is
on his way to this country to teach
the American people, so far as he can
reach them, how to halp themselves
to better health. His prescription is
simple, consisting largely of a formula
or a *“litany” in which “he subject
gives daily assurance of being better.
Let this method apply to otter than
physical ills and the New Year start
with a resolution to “bLe better” in
every way every day of 1923.

Many old-time democrats arc won-
dering how Col. Bryan's animated dis-
cussions of evolution are expected to
assist the party in reorganizing.

The prohibition officials give fair
warning that they are prepared for
some New Year eve demonstrations
on their own account.

Nineteen twenty-three is expected to
be a year of bright prospects. It
brings in the regular season for presi-
dential booms.

People who complain that there is
little current literature worth meén-
tioning overlook the immense output
of propaganda.

The Chinese custom of paving all
debts at the beginning of each year
does not interest Germany at the pres-
ent moment.

A *“lame duck™ may, after all, be
more comfortable than the bird who
remains out in the open to be fired at.

Supplies for foreign relief occasion-
elly encounter a rather aggravating
form of the distribution problem.

Sovietism has undergone so0 many
modifications that there is now very
little effort to define it.

The jaywalker is & promoter of ac-
cidents, but i= still not as bad as the

‘jaydriver.

“Happy New Year™ meansa nothing
to Mustapha Kemal.

SHOOTING STARS.

EY PHILANDER JOHNSOXN.

A man once sang a doleful song.
He warbled, “Everything is wrong!”
In minor key, both night and day,
He rang the changes on this lay.

Another man, much more polite,

Kept warbling, ‘“Everything's ell
right!™

Beneath the glow of sun or moon

He caroled forth the selfsame tune.

But who shall help in life's relief

Who thinks the world was made for
grief, .

Or who shall understand its stress

Who besks in selfish happiness.

Let songs be both of day and night,
Of shadows dark and sunshine bright,
That subtle harmonies may rise i
‘Which bid all sing and sympathize.

New Leaves.

“Are you going to turn over a new
leaf on the 1st of January?”

*“No,” replied Senator Sorghum.
*My time of year for revising opinions
{s in summer just befors & conven-
ton.”

Jud Tunkins says we're all equal;
nevertheless, the world doesn't look the
same to the boy with a snow shovel as
it does to the boy with & sled.

Musings of a Motor Cop.
Hortense Magee once overheard
Somebody say, “That girl's a bird!”
“Pooh-pooch!” cried she. “Birds have

no pow'r.

My speed is eighty miles an hour!™
Farm Products.

“Why do you get angry when the
boys refer to your whiskers as al-
falfa?” ;

“YWhat yeu mistaks for anger,” said
Farmer Corntossel, “‘is regret. I wish
my whiskers was that valuable.”

“Dar's one man dat don’ git lm
Happy New Year wish fum me,” mid
Unals Eben, “an’ dat's ds indtvijjle dat

trombie

.

Politics at Home

. Mr. Wilson A3 Warwick:

Only & few of his friends, encour-
aged by assurances of his improved
health, conceive of Mr. Wilson as the
nominee -of the next democratic pa-
tional conyention. The majority have
hopes of his controlling that body,
and are speculating about his probable
choice for lcader. i

If he finds himself in position to
name the man, Mr. Wilson will not
face as simple a proposition as Mr.
Bryan faced at Baltimore in 1912,
When the pinch came Mr. Bryan had
but two men before him—DMr. Wilson,
who had never been, and Champ
Clark, who had always been, his
friend. To the surprise and chagrin of
Mr. Clark and  his followers, Mr.]
Bryan bestowed hia favor on Mr. Wil.
son, and thus, as eventa developefl,

de him President

Mr. Wlison will have several men
before him, all good friends and true,
in 1924,

Mr. MecAdoo stands pear to him—
too near for comfort in thg matter of
this contest. If Mr. Wikson were to
show at the start a marled inclination
toward his son-in-law he would be
accused of a sort of nepotism, and
Mr. McAdoo be injuped.

In the case of Judge Clarke of Ohlo,
who has recently left the Supreme
bench to take a hand in polities, Mr.
Wilson would have to chooze between
him and Gov. Cox of that state—a
choice that wauld bhe difficult by rea-
son of the fact that Gov. Cox is still
as ardent an advocate of the league
of nations as in 1920, when as the
democratic nominee for President he
received Mr. Wilson's support on that
issue. .

In the case of John W. Davis, a
highly attractive man, now of New
Yk, Mr. Wilson, who feels most
kindly toward him, would have to
ake some sort of overture to Tam-
many, and that would not be easy.
He and Tummany are as the poles
apart respecting politics, and just now
Tammany is riding the crest of the
highest wave that has ever roiled in
the waters of New York. h

Shades and Substances.

Do the shades of William Alfred
Peffer and Jerry Simpson, of James
B. Weaver and “Calamity” Weller of
Kansas and [owa, respectively, when
in the flesh. ever revisit the glimpses
of the moon” And do they slip un-
observed past the guardians of the
portals on Capitol Hill and listen to
the debates in the legimlative cham-
bers when the interests of the farmers
are under discussion?

1£ so, they are enjoving themselves
these days. They are hearing applaud-
ed propositicns which when made by
them and sentiments which when ut-
tered by them thirty vears ago caused
them to be hooted from the stage.

1f shades are not allowed this privi-
leze, but must remain on the reserva-
tion, these shades are enjoying them-
selves in the Elysian fields, provided
the wireless with the earth is working
well. And it is not difficult to imagine
them gathered together after the day’s
stints are done, discussing the latest
news from Washington, and philoso-

phizing on the changes time has
wrought.
Well, those changes. of all kinds,

are great. Not only the farmers but
the wage-earners have come into a
consideration which puis them in the
front rank of all political and govern-
mental calculations and efforts. They
have a hundred champions today
where a4 quarter century ago they had
but one. They may not be getting all
they want, but are getting far more
than was ever before applied for.
And the coming quarter century?
Who may say what that will produce?
How far will the present swing of
affairs 20? Whe are heing laughed at
today for plans and purposes con-
sidered extreme, and even fantastic,

and vet, in 1947 sayv, will appear as|

men of vision and courage ahead of
their time—torchbearers showing the
way?

Persnading Mr. Cleveland.

A news note from New York:

Willlam J. Gibson, eighty, who Is
eredited with having induced Grover
Cleveland to accept the democratic
nomination for President in 1832, dled
yesterday in South Orange. ® ®* * While
practicing law here he became active in
politics, and was associated with Wil-
liam C. Whitney, Daniel Lamont and
others who tried to induce Mr. Cleve-
land to run far President for the third
time,

This is a serious statement, and re
ferg to a politician of ability and In-
fluential qonner;tlnnn. but read in the
light of history it has almost a humor-
ous touch.

Mr. Cleveland needed no persuasion
to stand the third time for the presi-
dency. The movement to make him
the candidate in 1832 began almost
on the day he retired from the White
House in March, 1889. His friends—
among whom were some of the.clever-
est men in the democratic party—saw
things clearly, and set to work at once
to put things in order for his third
nomination.

Mr. Cleveland- was more than
“agreeable.” As nearly as one of his
temperament could be, he was enthu-
slastic. Clever himself in polities, he
assisted his friends in every possible
way. Between the time of his return

to New York and the meeting of the!

next democratic national convention
he met with his kind of graclousness
all the party leaders from whatever
section of the country who were
steered Into his law offices, and con-
ducted & voluminous correspondence
with such as could not make the
Journey.

The result was a Cleveland boom
booming all thé time, and reaching
deafening volume at the Chicago con-
vention. - But one man of national
party consequence attempted resist-
ance—David B. Hill—and he was over-
whelmed. 1
~ Mr. Cleveland's third nomination
was accomplished with ease, and he
would have been giad of a fourth. But
by 1898 Willlam J, Bryan had ap-
peared, and he broke the Cleveland
spell, but could not make the grade
on election day.

The exkaiset’'s personal clrcum-
stances appear to be comfortable. He
was  permitted ‘fo , exerciss thriftier

Adam’s New Year Example

BY THOMAS R. MARSHALL,

Former Viee President of the
United Siates.

F a man has either faith or
philosophy he can cheer him-
self not a little by thinking
back to the first New Year

day and retrospectively consider-
ing the first man who lnoked upon
it. Tg contemplate the historic
Adam may be helpgul in lifting the
load from the shoulders of those
who think in a thousand ways
Thristian civilization {8 about to
break down and the indlvidual te
go to his ruln. Each man of a
million may feel himself to be the
most helpless, hopeless and un-
dones creature since time began.

Yet, bad as may be his condition,
it is Idyllic In contrast with that
nf the first gentleman on that
New Year morn, when he stepped
from the Garden of Eden. hi= bride
by his side. He had no friends, no
home. no money, no trade, no job
and no newspaper in which to ad-
vertise for one; and yet he rned

to Eve and said, “A happ¢ New
Year, my dear.” Notwithstanding

hir plight he kept moving along in
falth and confldence. He was
never utterly cast down nor dis-
mayed. He knew what he had
lost, but he neither cursed God nor
died. He had a rare philosophy.
Things were just as bad with him
and with the world as they could
pozasibly be. But in attaining unto
knowledge he had also gathered
fruit of the Tree of Wisdom, and
g0 he said, ""What is bad is part
my fault; let me be brave enough
to help restore {t.” If Adam couid
havea faith measurably tn prove
that he sincerely meant his greet-
ing, what right have any of us to
say there is no hope after all these
long centuries that this will be a
happy New Year?
® % ¥ X

The heathen had for his consola-
tion the myth that every evil in
lite had escaped from Pandora's
box, save hope. The Christian al-
ways has for his faith a bellef
that in the midst of evils there is
a divinity overruling everything
for the good of man. Whether you
call It falth or hope, it has been
the anchor of individualas for un-
told generations in hours of doubt
and uncertainty. How far the
heathen was willing to have his
hope deferred, T cannot say, but
all thoughtful £ouls sinee the first
Christmas have feir that, no differ-
ence how angry the seas, their
ship was cailing onward to a dl-
vine #ven!. They have been will-
ing, o content have they been. to
refer 1o the event as far off. They
sing on each New Year eve =
hymn to higher, finer, bhetter
things.

* ¥ % %

With the poet we a!! Lave cried
to the New TYear bells, not only
to ring out the old and to ring In
the new, but te ring out the false
and ring in the true. If this song
or praver or human longing, call
it what you may. had died upon
the first lips that uttered i1, be-
canse it did come 1o pass at
once, then long since would civili-
zation have become acoursed. But
those who had faith could see as
the years went by not full aec-
complishment, but progress toward
it. And, realizing they were mov-
ing forward, they were eager to
greet each next New TYear with
the same glad cry, thereby proving
that, after all, it {5 an invoca-
tion, not a benediction.

* * * ¥

How human it is for us to scowl,
vet how divine it would be if we
would smile. We have not yet
grown out of our childhood. in
that we take for granted witat we
have and think we should obtain
what we do pot have. If discon-
tant aids a striving toward the
ideal, then it is well; but, if it is

a mource of lessened effort, then
- it is 111. We are not wise if with
the coming of tomorrow we do
not strike a balance between our

ot

Inspiration’ to Modern Man

r blessings and our obligations. And
having struck it, we are foolish
if the balance bhelng on the wrong
elde of the ledger, we apply for
bankruptey in the courts, either of
business or morals. There ia no
eEoul so cursed by fate that mav.
not if it will count up in memory
blessings which have been poured
into the treasury of Its life. Nor
is there a smoul so blessed that a
candid consideration of the past
will not admit large unpaid debts to
God, to country, to humanity.
Whether as Individuala or as a
npeople, we cannot contemplate
with satisfaction the ocondition of
our democracy. We cannot fall
to look with saddened eves upon
the seamingly Irrepressible con-
flict between labor and capital
We cannot help grieving over the
proneness of each to magnify its

grievances and to dlgcount its
blemsings. We look with shame
and fear upon the prospect that

a republie, supposed to be com-
pased of men and women sufil-
ciently educated and high-minded
enough to povern themselver
‘through their self-control, may be
compelled to ix a standard of enn-
duet for its citizens and forefblr
to measure them by that standard
rather than by the golden mete-
wand of pure and undefiled de-
mocracy. We see the Jowering
elouds of personal rights and class
rights and hear the battle cry,
“God and my right.” hut we fail
to see a ray of sunshine 1llumi-
nating duty. Enough of this there
is to hring teara to the eyves of
the little hoy who represents 1922,
and, alas, this is not all.
* ¥ k" ¥k

The péace that followed the
world war is not that peace which
other New Years had hoped would
settle like a benediction upon the
heart of man. It Is a peace that
passeth all understanding. 1t is a
peace crammed with hlood hatreds,
racial ambitions, national fears,
conflicting interests, depreciated
currencies, debts, dJdoubts and
seeming desolation. It is a peace
=n uncertain that it is being
guarded everywhere by arms and
armament. It Is not & good sight.
Tt does not make us proud as a
people. It shonld make ur praver-
ful. Well might we all repeat in
unison that we have done those
things we onght not to have done
and left undone those things we
ought to have done. No, things do
not look good here or elsewhere or
anvwhere,

Yet I savy unto you that in the
midst of all this douhbt u#nd secem-
ing despair never was there a New
Yeur's dawn when men ought mors
heartily to hope each othier happi-
nesg. [If we bhe what we claim tn
he, the freest and mort democratic
peuple on earth; if we are what we
sayv we are, lovers of our fellow
men, then we may rome into to-
morrow impressed with a sense of
duty. caonsecrated to the high
ideals of democracy, and thank-
ful that we are not to be cuarried
to the skies on flowery beds of
ease, It will always he a happy
New Year when we look franky
and firmly into the eyes of duty.

"% % % *

It will he a supremely happy
New Year if in the midst of tem-
poral blessings we catch a glimpse
of our spiritual responsibility, 17
tomorrow we enter into a new
life in which witkout misgiving
or shadow of turning we are con-
tent to minister and not to be
ministered unto; if we forger we
are laborers and capitalists and
remember only that we are citl-
zens, not subjects; i? we catch a
gleam of that real patriotism
which teaches that our laws are
not for class or creed or race, but
for freemern; If we cheerfully ac-
cept that supreme happiness of
life which flows from its supreme
duty to be tender and true to hu-
manity; if we realize that every
heart knoweth its own sorrow and
shall tuke care that we pour only
the oil and wine of sympathy and
understanding: and, above all, 1f
while leading the vanguard of de-
mocracy we shall not lead it away
from the little children of the
world, but shall invite them to go
along, then. indeed, it will be a
happy New Year.

{Coprright, 1822, by Thomas R. Marshall)

Must Sell Your Foreign -Agent

vomnmon, fundamental

HAT one
truth recognized and acted
upon LY manufacturers in

their domestic trade—that all
successful salesmen must know and
pelieve in their lines, from the time
they are in process of manufacture
until they are ready to be scrapped—
is equally true and must be applied
with respect to forslgn marketing.

They must “sell” their forelgn
agents before they can gell to others.

Specialists of the Department of
Commerce, "sizing up” conditions in
the world markets and studying how
American business can be improved
at home and abroad, urge establish-
ment of confidence as essential’to suc-
dessful salesmanship.

While every commodity has its own
problems and every article in a com-
modity class has its individual mer-
chandising angle—from the biggest
item to ths smallest, from bridges
and locomotives to sparkplugs and
radiator valves—this one fundamental
truly sticks out.

* % * %

American goods are sold in the
United States by men whose profession
is salesmanship and whose qualifica-
tions are minute knowledge of and a
deap confidence in the particular prod-
ucts they represent. In the foreign
flela American goods cannot sell
themselves, nor can they attain a full
measure of merited sales through the
haphazard efforts of men who are
poorly prepared for the work they

undertake.
The glib tongue of the old-time

“drummer” is no longer a substitute
for exact knowledge. Manufacturers
have begun to realise that a good
knowledge of the language of & for-
elgn market will not make up entire-
1y for hopeless ignorance about thelr
products. Therefore, salesmen going
dut from the United States are better
equipped than formerly, as a rule, but
it is not at all uncommon still to find
abroad local firms who have the rep-
resentation for American products
which apparently they do net in the
least understand. Recent cases where
United States consular officers wers
able to assist forelgn representatives
- kn

o B mafactursd moods bave
been reported to the Department of
ol O A -

» When a manufacturer decides to put
on the market in this country any
device that involes novel ideas or new
possibilities, he knows that one of
the things he must do first of all I=
to Instruct his sales farce fully in
the merits and underlying principles
of the pew product. In addition he
muat uee his natiopal advertising te

foreaight a3 an

t!.

v

L

icle urd thereby make the work of
the =aiesman less arduous. ]

But when the manufacturer enters
a foreign fleld his product, as & rule,
does not have this latter advantage
and he must rely &olely on the pub-
licity and educational work that is
carried on by his representatives.

Representatives must, therefore,
Jknow their lines. It is clear that
while the first step in arranging for
foreign representation is to negotiate
with a firm that has the necessary
qualifications as regards charaocter
and ability, thers is a second step
that must be taken If a steady and
sound busineas ia to be developed.
This consigts in putting the agency
upon a really efficient basis by eduat-
ing the agent regarding his com-
modities. This is especially impor-
tant in the case of apparatus that
has unique technical features or, in
the case of special appliances, that
experience has shown can have a
volume of sale developed only through
certain selling methods.

* ¥ % %

If the purely technical advantages
only must be thoroughly impressed
upon the representative, the matter is
not so difficult, provided the right
kind of representative has been se-
lected in the first place, who can read-
ily appreciate the engipeering fea-
tures Involved and who can digest
the useful data that usvally are work-
ed up by the manufacturer to facili-
tate the sales of the apparatus. In the
matter of placing before the foreign
representatives a complete technleal
knowledge of the product which they
are called upon to sell, German manu-
facturers have always been most
thorough.

In the matter of special appliances
and devices a broad knowledge of ap-
plication possibilities, performance
and merchandising methods are the
more important factors. In these mat-
ters the best overseas firms need
gujdance. They -must be shown what
the appliance can do, they must be
helped to analyize local condltions
that are to be met, and they must be
taught merchandising methods that
experience has shown to be efficient
for that particular appliance—modi-
fled, of course, if need be, for local
conditions.

-k *x

Because the American manufactur-
ers are being "“wised up"” on these pos-
sibilities of improving their salesman-
ship at home and abroad, some of the
largest American factorles are mak-
ing a practice of giving their for-
elgn agents in important territory a
nlce little trip to this country, whers
they take them through their plants,
have experts explain to them a1l de-
talls of manufacturing, show them
how the goods are made, [Introduce
them where the appliahces are install-
ed and then send them back home as
boosters. The prineiple Were Is that It
is easler and less expensive to demon-
strate to one quiclkpocomprehending

fany right to attemnt to

-l-.gmu to creats a|edly get thoudands of fine specimens
g-lm. SN ”f‘bjh'_s&%ﬁ“—‘gm

SOME INSIDE STUFF
ABOUT NEW YORK

BY WILLIAM JOHNSTON.

NEW YORK, December 20.

EW Year—like almost every-
thing else in the metropolis
—has pecome strongly com-
mercialized, especially by the
hotels and restaurants. Little of the
spontaneous New Year eve revelry,
such as used to break forth ap “0ld
Martin's,"” is now to be seen. Short-
ly before the holidays the hotels and
restaurants begin drumming up New
Year eve trade with engraved invi-
tations, Inviting you to reserve la-
bles. In the hotels the price of the
New Year eve supper ranges from
$5 to $10. At the clubs, where liquor
i{s more freely served, the price per
person thls year is $15.

Everything at these suppers IF
staged. Balloons, confetti, horns and
bells are provided for each guest in
the hope that if there is enough
noise peaple may be induced to think
they are having a good time, Souve-
nirs of various sorts are provided for
the ladies.

It is expected this year—unless pro-
hibitlon activities interfere too much
—that at least one hundred thousand
persons will participate in these pub-
lic suppers. Many of the partici-
pants, however, will be from other
cities and from the suburba. New
Yorkers themselves have grown rath-
er tired of this sort of thing and
most of them either entertain in their
own homes or are invited by friends.
New Year toastd are safer—and
cheaper—at home.

A Novelty in Weddings.

E\'ER\'BODT in New York is still

talking about Winifred Holt's
recent wedding. Long interested in
work for the blind and foundeér of
the Lighthouse in New York city, she
g now trylng to raise 3500,000 to
establish a Paris Lighthouse for the
Liind In France. On the oceasion of
her recent marriage to Mr, Mather
she urged all her friends to give
money to the fund, instead of buying
gifts for her, and the wedding gift

fund is already over $25000. While
it was an unusual idea, the gencral

comment is: “Well, why not?

P 8

Another Rumeor Explodes.

T has long been a story about town
that the Rockefellers were the real
owners of the chaln of Childs'
restaurants. Denial of this was made
the other day by Walter C. Teagle of
the §gandard Ol Company. As a mat-
ter of fact the restaurants are owned
and controiled Ly three brothers, One
of them, a West Point graduate, be-
rame associated with “"Angel Dennett”
vears ago, with the first restaurant
that made pancakes in the window as
an advertisement. Later he bought
out Dennett, and hooked up with twao
brothers that had a milk and ege
husiness in New Jersey. As their
business expanded, they found it
necessary to buy real estate 1o secure
good sites, and issued =ome
Some of these bonds were Lought hy
the Flaglers ax an investment, but
that Ix the nearest they over got Lo
the Rockefeller money.

An Interesting Art Show.

C.—‘\HI("ATL'RE m pot =0 well under-
stood in America as |1 is in Europe

Lhonds.

and consequently does motl  receiv:
80 much attention in either the maga-
zine or newspaper field. For that rea-
8on It is entirely probable that the name
of Alfred Frueh is better known
abroad, where postals of his car

lcatm:ﬂl are much circulated, thay
in '!‘u.-\l' York, wheres he does his
work, Nevertheless America s grad-
ually coming to recognize his talent
and his recent cxhibition at the Ander.
2on galleries drew quite a crowd of his
admirers. Frueh's exhibit, which wa«
made in conjunction with Alfred Mas
Fanguer, a talented ecaricaturist from
Havana, consisted of lnoleum cuts -
lesquing pleastantly most of the leading:
Aactresees and actors.  In the throng
thig exhibition 1 met for the first i
in several reurs an interesting pessor

age who makes his living by art—Prine
Jeau  Paleologue, whom  may  person:
Ingist 15 the lawful wnd rightful king of
Greecs.  Be that as it masy, Palvohosus
is a lineal descendant of the Byzantine
emperors, and some yours ago, [ recall.
proved himself worthy of hi= line by a
heroic rescue at a bathing beach.

New York's Social Life.

HE best description I have seen

anywhere of the decadent social
life of the metropolis Is in the con-
cluding paragraphs of a review of
thirty years of the city's social life
by Frank Crowninshield, editor of
Vanity Fair. who writes:

“Blasts from the saxophone and ex-
plesions from the drums partiall;
drown the sgcreams of thoge at the
supper tahles. HBootleggers are ad-
miringly pointed aut 15 the young
men of fashion, demi-mondaines 1o
the debutantes. Lip sticks and rouge-
PUggs are jn active use at every table
Hawailan cabaret performers, relyving
upon beaded breastplates for protec-
tion from the police, execute hula-
hulas with abandon and impunity.

flasks are in tog advanced a stage-

counts not at all against one, conver-
gation among the debutantes is redo-
lent of sophistication and scandal
bookmakers and manneguing are
everyvwhere.”

Mr. Crowninshield divideSthe thres
decades into four period, the Rustic
the Snobhish, the Boom and the Jazz
periods, and his remarks quoted above
are, of course, about the latter period

An ExhiFrit‘on of Bibles.

T the New Irrk Public Librar:
there is na® on view an inter-
esting exhibition of Billes, and libra-
ry officials are surprised to find that
it ix proving more popular than either
the dime novel or base ball exhibit-

recent!y held there, About 800 per
sons & day have been coming in o
see the quaint old volumes showy
there, which include the “vinegar
Bible.” *the wicked Bible” and the
“murderers’ DBible,” =o-called ron
their typographical! errors. In con-
nectinn with the publie lihrary, it =
sads hut true that in the matter of
financinl suppor?, New Yaork's Librar
stands fourth from the last in a lis
of thirtv-sis American cities, Nen
York's library appropriation is omnl

45 cents per capita, while Cleveland's
is 21.24, Bostun's #4038 and Piltsburgh
R cenrts,

Heard and Seen le_fty Years Ago

1t was the Sasurday before Christ-
mas in Washington again.

Once every Year the festivity comes
around to the National Capital, as it
does to every other city in the United
States. Yes, indeed!

Streets were jaummed

with peaple.

The ever-increasing trafilc probiem Hoosac

assumed menacing proportions, Pedos-
trians wondered what would be done

|

in The Star

While the completion of the trans-
continental railway was regarnded a=
A Zroat achievement in

Jracsl ventury, f
smuller but difficult er

Tunnel' ing fent in the wastern

the

with the automobiles by next Christ- ] section of the country was hailed as

mas.

“It's getting to be a problem.” said
the man who has never owned one.

The men who did sat tight at the
wheels, thinking not at all of the
parking problem In Washington in
1923 or 1950,

The =treet cars wended their way

uptown, loaded down with their hu-
man fretght. One old lady got on.
carryving mors parceis than she
iransport,

Tad ¢

Nohody offeved to help hen Un- |
steady of fooi, she managed the bes
she could.

There were plenty of gentlemen on
the car—ves, reaily such—but none
offered a hand. City life makes for
such isolation in the crowd. It is a
part of the penalty we must pay for
herding together.

As the old woman started to get off
the car, later on, & young WoOman
sprang to her aid. City life, you see,
had left her untouched,

The younger woman steadied the
elder down the steps and helped her
with her parcels.

There wae real gratitude in her
voice as she turned to her benefactor.

“You do not just exist.,” she sald.
“You livel™

t 3
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On that same street car got a col-
ored man.

He was dressed in the latest style.
He dropped two tokens in the box.
He did it proudly.

an impartant accomplishment. Tihus
was the outting of the tunnel through
Hoogac mountaln, in western Masea-
chusetts, permitting a direct straigh
rail communication between Boston
and Albany. In The Star of Decem-
ber 23, 1872, is a brief article:

“Thia is the most important event
g0 far in the ?Mistory of the prest
work, Twae bhilasts of nitroglvecrin
euch from fTonrieen holes, wieh
gulred elghts-four fert in length
the explogive. weighing about siats
thres pounds—the largest quantit)
cver hefore used at one time an the
tunnel—made breachee through whic!
the water ran and the men of the two
gangs conversed. Lamps held at the
opening were immediately extin-
guished, so strong was the draft. The
last blast made a hole about a foo:
in diameter between the two =ection®
This was speedily enlarged by hand-
power and & small boy was let down
from the central shaft Into the eas!
end, amid the shouts and cheers of
both gange. Another person of larger
gize followed and then the east end
reciprocated by sending up two of
the men of it8 gwng, who proceeded
to the s=haft, and were the first to
reach the top of the mountain from
the ¢ast end without arcending it*
slope. Although the engineerg have
not yvet had an opportunity to wverif:
thelr calculations by the resuM, it i~
certain that the error is scarce'y

{ more than a foot either in grade .

“What is the other one for?' asked |

the conductor. .

The calored man beamed.

“That's for my lady friend,” he said,
{ndicating the back platform with a
wave of his hand.

“1 don't see anybody,” declared the
conductor.

The colored man turned around.

Then he had to confess that
couldn’t see anybody, elther.

“Why, er, 1 thought she got an
right tehind me,” he sald, excitedly.
“] guess ehe dldn’t get on.”

“I,ooks that way,” rejoined the con-
ductor. “Gave you the slip, eh?"

But by this time the colored man
had slipped off the car.

*x
» X

There recently returned to this city
from a midwestern town the emall
children of & family. They had been
staying with thelr grandmother for

several months.

Their father was regaled with ac-
counts of the various activities en-
joyed while -at grandmother's. The
farm, the dogs, the chickens, the
horses, morning, 'noon and night in
Indiana, all came in for their share.

One little girl told of the good
things to eat they had out there.

“And, oh, daddie! she cried. “You
just ought to see us on kraut'!"

%
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It letters of acknowledgment
could be abolished in government de-
partments, thousands of dollars could
be saved. This iz the conclusion of
one who has seen the wheels go
'round.

Everybody gets a letter of acknowl-

edgment.

If you transmit anything to a fed-
eral bureau you get a letter in reply
stating that it has been received,

If you write for a job, you probably
won't get it—but you will get & nice
letter of acknowledgment. It will
be typewritten as carefully as if
destined for the President himseif.

it will have a file number and all
the rest of it, The wonder is that no-
body has set himself up as a col-
lector of government letters of
acknowledgment. He could undoubt-

he

Py

lon

in line, and it mav prove to he verv
murh lees.  Anosher fact which 15
likely to havw an important bearing
the matter of ventilation. after

| the tunne! s finished. ix that the draf:

from the eastern end into the central
shaft tunnel is so strong that it cat

iunl)‘ be likened to @ very powerfn!

wind, Work mav now he hegun on
the west heading of the central shatt.
g0 that on October 18, 1872, if all goes
well, there will be an opening through
the Hoosaec mountain from east tn
west, neariy five milea in leng'h. Nat
Auite half a mile west of the central
shaft remains to be pierced.”
*
* ¥

Fifty years ago Washington wus

the scene of a number of capital

erimes, followed hy

Converted econvictions and execu-
tions. Apropog  of

l[urderert. certain soenes on-

arted at the gallows The Htar of De-
cember 24, 1872, sald:

“In view of the two atroclous mur-
dera of last night and the night be-
fore, following right on the héels of
the late executions, some hegin to
think that our preachers who ad-
minister scaffold consolation should
not Impress it too Etrongly upor
criminals, a® & certalnty. that thev
are to be launched from the gallows
direotly into heaven.

“aAt the several executions lately
this was the predominant sentiment
of the scene; and the two wife mur-
derers particularly appear to have
been worked up into a state of ecstusy
over the prospect of assured bliss be-
fore them. Bunyan's pilgrims, when
arrived in thelr progress at the shores
of the river that alone separated them
from the realms of the blessed, could
not have seen brighter visions across
the dark stream than these guilty
wretches, just about to expiate by
their lives crimes of the most hideous
atrocity. Judging by the past, we
may suppose that the robber-murderer
of last night, who, in the very excess
of brutality, mashed the features of
his victim to a jelly, will also ascend
the scaffpld with beatified countr-
nance, ready to lay aslde the cares=
and trials of thir world and accept
the blissful immortality promised him
by his spiritual advisers. Should not
these advisers, in dealing with crimi-
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